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She too, however, has her foray into social description, though
she confines herself interestingly to the capital in its capital
heyday.472 One would hardly look to Michael, whose monu-
mental history of the first half of the century has now reached
completion, for novel concepts or interpretations; his virtues,
especially his thorough dissection of international affairs,
continue to impress.473 Perhaps one might have expected
rather more from Watson whose contribution to the Oxford
History of England presents a clear enough account of the years
1760 - 1815 but succeeds neither in bringing them to life nor
in renovating an old story.474 Much more lively, though not
very deep, is \Vhite's brisk run through the age.475

(B)   POLITICAL HISTORY

A number of monographs concentrate on the crises of the
period. Carswell succeeds in making the bubble of 1721 (crisis
of credit) comprehensible, a notable achievement.47S The new
dynasty's uncertain hold on the throne led to the expected
conspiracies, and Jones does good service by refusing to confine
himself to the two familiar risings,477 Beattie studies the polit-
ical influence of the court; Reitan the political consequences
of the necessity that the costs of monarchy be covered.478 The
irrational unrest of this age of reason appears formidably in
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